L@ Status, distribution and conservation of ottersg

(Lutra spp.) of Bangladesh

\

Mohammed Mostafa Feeroz, Ph.D
Professor
Department of Zoology, Jahangirnagar University

And

Founder
Wildlife Rescue Centre. Savar-1342. Dhaka. Banaladesh




Bangladesh, an area of 144054 sq. km.
Human population: about 150 million.

The country is created by the Ganges,\&
the Brahmaputra and the Meghna
and their tributaries. More than
90% of the total area of the country
Is the flat lowland alluvial deposits
of these rivers.

Some hilly ranges are found in the
south eastern and north eastern
part of the country.

Monsoonal floods are frequent and
occasionally severe.
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Otter habitats at a glance
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Otter habitats in central permanent
water bodies
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of otters in Bangladesh
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| Scientific Name English Name Local Name Local

Distribution

Status
Aonyx cinereas Oriental Small- Ud/Ud EN Coasts,
(Iliger, 1815) clawed Otter/Short-  Biral/Bhodar Khagrachar
clawed
Otter/Clawless
Otter
_‘ Rk Lutra lutra Common Otter/ Ud/Ud CR Greater Sylhe
: . {(Linnaeus, 1758) Eurasian Otter Biral/Bhodar Mymensingh
utra perspicillata  Smooth-coated Ud/Ud EN Widely
geoffroy, 1826 Otter/ Smooth Biral/Bhodar
Indian Otter

Lutra perspicillata

Aonyx cinereas

Eay of Bengal

Lutra lutra
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Population status

Wild otter population

Very few information is available except L&t
Largest population of this species is found‘ ¥
Estimated density of this species: 0.12/krr

Captive otter population
A total of 176 otters of different age-sex
fishing groups in 12 villages of two distric

Male - female ratio was 1:1.54, adult-juvenile ratio was 1:0.33 and fel ' . T L
ratio was 1:0.28. 3 't MY R 3‘
Group size and composition of otters found in different villages of Kk \orail distri I &
District Village Age-sex classes . ‘W, i
Adult | Adult Juvenile Juvenile , . :
: male female male female ' '
nkabila 3 6 2 4
ra 8 12 2 Y == &
rbila 5 8 1 30 -
ndirampur 4 7 1 2 i -
ghata 1 2 1 1 [ FTen <
vainagar 3 5 0 1 o
3 4 0 1 - 2
4 5 1 3
1 2 0 0
7 11 1 5
3 5 1 2 k=
4 4 1 3
46 71 11 28




COMMON OTTER/ EURASIAN OTTER Lutra lutra
Local names UD, UD BIRAL, BHODAR

Status CRITICALLY ENDANGERED

Habitat: Streams, lakes, rivers, ditches, ponds and vegetation on
the edges of these waterbodies.

Distribution: Water-bodies in the forests and in the coastal
districts.

Conservation status: Included in CITES Appendix I; 3"d Schedule
of BW(P)(A)A 1974.

Conservation need: Habital
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SMOOTH-COATED OTTER Lutra perspicillata
Local names UD, UD BIRAL, BHODAR
Status ENDANGERED

Habitat: Margins of lakes and streams, large tanks, canals, flooded
fields, creeks and estuaries.

Distribution: Eastern hill forests and coastal districts.
Threats: Habitat loss and change.

Conservation status: Included in CITES Appendix ; 3fd edule
BW(P)(A)A 1974.
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ORIENTAL SMALL-CLAWED OTTER Aonyx cinereas
Local names UD, UD BIRAL, BHODAR

Status ENDANGERED

Habitat: Edges of streams, canals, swamps, ponds, lakes, creeks
and flooded fields.

Distribution: Eastern hill forests and coastal districts.

Threats: Habitat loss and change.

Conservation status: Included |n CITES.Appendlx,ll 3 Schedule
BW(P)(A)A 1974. —— - *‘%\ ?

Conservation need: Habjtat protectton anﬁ re;;toratlon
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Major threats

Habitat changes and loss
Encroachment

Poaching/hunting
Natural calamities
Pollution
Unintentional disturba
Diseases

Improper implementation of Wildlife Act
Use for traditional medicine




Major threa

sSystematic fogging

*Firewood collection by
Individuals

Causes of hab
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itat destruction
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Conversion of
wetlands




Legal protection

The existing laws in Bangladesh related to otters are as follows.

Bangladesh Wildlife (Preservation) (Amendment) Act 1974. It prohibits
hunting, killing, or capturing of animals designated as protected also prohibits
hunting, killing, or capturing without a permit of animals designated as game
animals. It provides for declaring and area as wildlife sanctuary or national park
where hunting, shooting, or killing of wildlife together with other activities
affecting the wildlife population are prohibited.

The Forest Act (amended in 1989). The Act prohibits hunting, shooting and
fishing in the reserved forests.

East Bengal Protection and conservation of fish Act, 1950 (amended in
1982). It provides the protection and conservation of fish in the inland waters of
Bangladesh.

The Haor Development Board Ordinance, 1977.



' Role of Government in otter Conservati

ssDeclared Wildlife Sanctuary, National Park and Game Reserve
« The main wildlife management planning efforts by the Government so far are:
1978. The Sundarbans Wildlife Management Plan.
1994. Wildlife Management Plan
1995. Forest Resource Management Plan.
1997. Conservation Management Plan of the Wildlife Sancturies
1998. Integrated Resource Management Plan (IRMP)
2000. Sundarban Biodiversity Conservation Project (SBCP).

2003. Coastal and Wetland Biodiversity Management at Cox’s Bazar and Hakaluki Haor
(CWBMP)
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Otter should be considered as flagship species of wetland and a local people participati
conservation action plan should immediately be implemented to save this species

All factors accelerating habitat destruction should immediately be stopped.

People living around the Sundarbans should be encouraged for social forestry which will
meet their fuel wood demand and reduce forest destruction.

Environmental education programme should be conducted among the people living in and
around the Sundarbans.

The existing Bangladesh Wildlife Preservation (amendment) Act, 1974 should be updated
and enforced.

Government and non-governmental organization should provide financial support to these
fishermen to save this traditional conservation practice.

An ex-situ conservation programme should be conducted in collaboration with the
fishermen using otter for fishing and Zoos.



Involvement of national and international organizations
for non-formal environmental education and awareness
among the people living in and around otter habitat can
potentially reduce the trend of population decline and
eventually protect the otters of Bangladesh
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