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RESULTS: Positive squares: five core squares over six, and six peripheral squares

over 14 have given positive results (signs of presence detection).

STUDY AREA WITH MONITORING SQUARES
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OTTER PRESENCE DETECTED BY DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES
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Number of signs of presence detected in core
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technique
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Only 6 of 40 signs of presence along transects were

associated with a positive bridge (i.e. with otter sign of
presence). Five on 27 within core squares, and 1 on 13

within peripheral squares.

Percentage of signs of presence detected related to
the distance from bridges within core squares
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after 44 days (SD = 3, n = 3).

Number of signs of presence detected in core
and peripheral squares
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Sampling success was higher for spraints compared to all
other signs of presence.

Relationship between number of signs of
presence and camera-trapping detection
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trapping detection
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trapping detection
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On average, the first photo has been taken after 39 days (SD = 6, n = 3) and, subsequently,
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Contribution of different both monitoring and

camera-trap sites to detect otter presence
within positive squares
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CONCLUSIONS: The combined use of different monitoring techniques allowed us to confirm the ongoing Eurasian otter expansion trend in the north-eastern Italy, providing first insights on lowland
colonization. No American mink signs of presence were detected. Camera-trapping confirmed the otter presence in those areas characterized by higher marking rate and allowed us to collect data
referring to species activity pattern. Furthermore, we remark the importance of transects (at least 300-400m) especially where no otter signs were found under the bridges and in peripheral areas of the
species’ distribution. Finally, from another core sampling area (not showed) in which only camera-traps were used, we obtained an average sampling success variable from two up to ten days between
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